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Click HERE to view photos from the 2026 Governor's Cup® Gala!

The results are in for the prestigious Virginia Governor’'s Cup®, and the 2026 competition
once again highlighted the exceptional quality and diversity of wines and ciders produced
across the Commonwealth. After evaluating more than 670 entries, a panel of world-
class judges awarded 224 gold medals to 113 wineries and cideries representing seven
Virginia wine regions. Red wines led the field, earning 62% of all gold medals, with
Meritage blends topping the list with 50 gold medals, followed by Cabernet Franc with 30.
The competition also showcased a wide range of craftsmanship, with winning entries
spanning nine vintages and 25 different grape varieties.

From this outstanding field, the 12 highest-scoring wines earned a place in the coveted
2026 Governor’s Cup Case®, representing some of the best Virginia has to offer. The
featured wineries include 7 Lady Vineyards, Barboursville Vineyards, CrossKeys
Vineyards, Fifty-Third Winery and Vineyard, Glen Manor Vineyards, Granite Heights
Winery, Michael Shaps Wineworks, Pollak Vineyards, Trump Winery, Valley Road
Vineyards, The Winery at La Grange, and Woodbrook Farm Vineyard.

At the 2026 Governor’s Cup Gala on March 12, top honors were awarded to Valley Road
Vineyards for its 2023 Cabernet Franc Reserve, which earned the coveted Governor’'s
Cup®, while Blue Bee Cider was recognized with Cider of the Year for its 2024 Hewe’s



https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/38qv75finqbyrh4492n3b/APlyHTocTsg-j2W8uf_Fs_o?rlkey=vfcmmqobzhfvp6bvy8xg0ftb7&e=1&st=x1tc7j9x&dl=0
https://www.virginiawine.org/governors-cup#judges
https://www.virginiawine.org/governors-cup#judges
https://www.valleyroadwines.com/
https://www.valleyroadwines.com/
https://www.bluebeecider.com/

Crab. Cheers to this year’s winners and to another outstanding year for Virginia wine and
cider. Click HERE for a full list of winners!

Eastern Winery Exposition Recap

The Virginia Wineries Association
partnered with the Eastern Winery
Exposition to co-host a successful joint
conference March 24-26, 2026, in
Richmond. The multi-day event brought
together industry professionals for a
dynamic program featuring dedicated VWA
sessions alongside collaborative content in
enology, viticulture, and marketing.
Highlights included an industry celebration
dinner with awards recognition, a
Governor’s Cup Case® tasting showcasing
the newly revealed 2026 Case, and
valuable opportunities for attendees to
connect with exhibitors and peers.
Informational sessions throughout the
conference covered key topics in vineyard
management, winemaking, industry
updates, and marketing strategy, providing
practical insights for wineries across the
Commonwealth.

Click HERE to view photos from the EWE!

Virginia Wine Industry Awards



https://www.virginiawine.org/governors-cup
https://andrewshurtleffphotography.fromsmash.com/Eastern-Winery-Expo-Photos

The Virginia Wineries Association recognized four individuals for their exceptional
contributions to the Virginia wine industry during the Eastern Winery Exposition’s Industry
Celebration Dinner in Richmond on March 25, 2026. Frank Morgan was named Wine
Person of the Year for his influential work as Director of Judging for the Governor’s Cup®
and his role as a leading wine writer and promoter of Virginia wines. Doug Fabbioli
received the Gordon Murchie Lifetime Achievement Award for decades of leadership,
mentorship, and lasting impact on Virginia’s agricultural and wine communities. Maureen
Kelley was honored as Advocate of the Year for her long-standing dedication to economic
development, tourism, and support of the wine industry in Nelson County. Finally, Senator
Russet Perry was named Legislator of the Year for her advocacy and legislative efforts
supporting Virginia wineries and addressing industry challenges. Congratulations again to
all award honorees and for all that you continue to do for the Virginia wine industry!

2026 VWA Wine Person of the Year 2026 Gordon Murchie Lifetime

Frank Morgan Achievement

Director of Judging, Virginia Governor's _Doug Fabbioli
Cup®, Wine Writer Fabbioli Cellars, Leesburg

2026 Legislator of the Year 2026 David King Advocate of the Year
Senator Russet Perry Maureen Kelley
Virginia's 3 15t Senate District Director of Economic Development and

Tourism for Nelson County

8 Don't Let Your Membership Expire!

Click HERE to pay your 2026 membership
dues to continue taking advantage of all
benefits!

Thanks To Our 2026 Governor's Cup® Judges:



https://link.edgepilot.com/s/ab29e23c/yBTo5Eq2WU2_t9f2XpUCXw?u=https://q5edtofbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OmWX0I_v4qWOEsN2_vuwgAl-e6EuZeDkMUbq6NbRK4hiPleMy0YIb287Y3hB5Dg5-uiiUTmHqnLVCBZs8ag9UBdhvvOTia6KLLTj182FrhwxYqHW9As5M_PA-hFXtxoU6o-kZ0ZrR7r6eXIeEvIx4e9JPLfCpYVFvXW22GLan5MqqVsuiRJ-cfPqL_jNmFSwrSY-y-V2bLc=%26c=eLr_kz3sBUeWpxLjTHIA-nBQX5DyE64uYQw7tHTh1QtmZQCo3Dj98w==%26ch=PPY1IiW4Ait6l3iydU2EJfaq9u9V0xjKvPQZX97lUN-3TNiulTqllg=%3D

The Virginia Governor’s Cup® would not be possible without the dedication and expertise
of the many industry professionals who generously gave their time as preliminary and
final round judges. We extend our sincere thanks to each of them for their thoughtful
evaluations, careful deliberation, and commitment to maintaining the high standards of
this prestigious competition. Their insight and professionalism help ensure the continued
integrity and success of the Governor’s Cup®, while also supporting and celebrating the
exceptional wines produced across the Commonwealth. We are truly grateful for their

contributions to Virginia's wine community.

Preliminary Round Judges

Cider Round Judges

Final Round Judges

WineAmerica:

USDA and HHS Release 2025-2030
Dietary Guidelines for Americans

The USDA and HHS have released the
2025-2030 Dietary Guidelines for
Americans, introducing notable changes to
federal alcohol guidance. The updated
guidelines remove daily drink limits and
standard drink measurements, while
continuing to emphasize responsible
consumption and identifying groups who
should avoid alcohol entirely.

To read WineAmerica's summary and learn
more about what's changed, click HERE.

Preferred Partner Member Highlight:

VWA

MARKETING SE

VWA Marketing Series

The VWA Marketing Committee serves as
a resource to support and empower
Virginia wineries in their marketing efforts
by providing trainings, sharing best
practices, and facilitating access to helpful
tools and insights. Acting as a liaison
between our member wineries and the
Virginia Wine Board Marketing Office, we
work to ensure alignment between winery
needs and statewide marketing strategies.
Our goal is to strengthen the visibility,
voice, and success of the Virginia wine
industry through collaboration and
communication. With this mission in mind,
we are introducing a virtual marketing
series with specific focuses on different
areas of marketing to help with
strengthening your message and brand.

Please check out the list of dates and
session topics below and be sure to
register!

Email Marketing That Converts
Wednesday, April 15, 2026



https://wineindustryadvisor.com/2026/01/26/wineamerica-usda-and-hhs-release-2025-2030-dietary-guidelines-for-americans/

Joy of Wine Company

Compliance Vine™

- COMPLIANCE, SOLVED

Joy of Wine Company™ is a technology
partner for the modern wine industry,
providing intelligent, intuitive SaaS
solutions designed to help wineries,
retailers, and hospitality brands streamline
operations, maintain compliance, and
enhance the customer experience. The
company's technology suite includes an Al-
powered sommelier and sales platform that
delivers personalized wine
recommendations, supports staff training,
and drives direct-to-consumer sales; a
compliance and logistics hub that simplifies
shipping regulations and provides unified
tracking across carriers; and brand and
training solutions that equip teams with
digital onboarding materials, tasting
guides, and product resources. Through
data-driven tools and Al-powered
personalization, Joy of Wine Company™
helps wine businesses operate more
efficiently, serve customers more
effectively, and accelerate growth.

Offer to VWA Members: VWA member
wineries receive 2 months free with the

purchase of an annual Compliance Vine
license.

Contact: Christopher Anderson
(757) 405-7141
curator@joyofwine.co

THANK YOU to the Virginia Wine Board
& HUB International for sponsoring our
Annual Conference!

10:00 A.M. (Via Zoom)
Click HERE to register.

Influencer Marketing For Wineries
Wednesday, May 27, 2026

10:00 A.M. (Via Zoom)

Click HERE to register.

Organic vs. Paid Social Media
Wednesday, June 24, 2026
10:00 A.M. (Via Zoom)

Click HERE to register.

Wine Club Best Practices
Wednesday, July 15, 2026
10:00 A.M. (Via Zoom)
Click HERE to register.

VWA Upcoming Events:

April 15, 2026: VWA Marketing Session -
Email Marketing That Converts (via Zoom)
(Registration Required)

April 16, 2026: VWA Board of Directors
Meeting (location TBD)

August 13, 2026: VWA Board of Directors
Meeting (via Zoom)

Join a Committee!

2026 SVB State of the U.S. Wine
Industry Report

Silicon Valley
S\’b> Bank

A Division of First Citizens Bank

Click HERE to view the full report.



https://joyofwine.co/
mailto:curator@joyofwine.co
http://link.edgepilot.com/s/5f4e76da/pY_55aW9nUuw_fzOhGdRiA?u=https://q5edtofbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014IWbqHkV5dJtY6ZgMmBCKDIqp1j3SBJuB8rsLD8cEcRHFWtSX4FLaUm2QKnYk8gxdmOZAm7VYLd1VhzG0EoqwzQ7u9p2wpTCvmWmJ5NNn5fbl2FSsAkLzaCdCShyBBeLUmpF-G4hz8qwUcTnmqlxLH4227zZEHwmRE05CqY0MaAUg00LKx-pS2CDIxb03P20qekYthA-qV2LwySqli2w-w==%26c=HA15OQOnrmJPN8kPye9LVg67SaVcoiRGJfTip_jqpOjzdxqn31wZQA==%26ch=vnNbPwazvctercb4nQqhRY3RapesBJ7_wo03FkuQ6JTI6r0plioSEg=%3D
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/IZJg0zgkRLS829pQsQZz7Q#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/N84Qq6EaTUmfDLey9SacOQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/7oN7a95gTxW7MC2Qh8BwNA#/registration
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/23803079/WcCD6MocG0eLxzkyrtpBhw?u=https://q5edtofbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g1f5EJzspDKZFVC41Fak4W4BZjk8A9Cj0NykKW4YQ6l3dd7VO4qkX_FvrwyIOt3fTgYbITLEecBUhPwiquOzyRGd5w5WakRqp-UL2PdfR3wxP6kloOgs_99KuI_Yl5lmvN7l7Re6c-nLIVMmY-elcmhva48Yazp3umWyAXNWTRmD0N28Dh7uwdMXsJU2yVziQLA_809N2T0=%26c=jAF35rt5-KxgNTU4BFiESViQ2Lk4srnhD4z7ZfUcrgRIyxiP9GmWZg==%26ch=lA5_Xr78rRrFHqQyHWpcvbxWitLBAOODLFppr8sg2LvN_M537VpdDQ=%3D
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/23803079/WcCD6MocG0eLxzkyrtpBhw?u=https://q5edtofbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001g1f5EJzspDKZFVC41Fak4W4BZjk8A9Cj0NykKW4YQ6l3dd7VO4qkX_FvrwyIOt3fTgYbITLEecBUhPwiquOzyRGd5w5WakRqp-UL2PdfR3wxP6kloOgs_99KuI_Yl5lmvN7l7Re6c-nLIVMmY-elcmhva48Yazp3umWyAXNWTRmD0N28Dh7uwdMXsJU2yVziQLA_809N2T0=%26c=jAF35rt5-KxgNTU4BFiESViQ2Lk4srnhD4z7ZfUcrgRIyxiP9GmWZg==%26ch=lA5_Xr78rRrFHqQyHWpcvbxWitLBAOODLFppr8sg2LvN_M537VpdDQ=%3D
https://www.svb.com/trends-insights/reports/wine-report/

VWA Job Bank - Post your Open Positions!

SEND US YOUR NEWS! We're always interested in hearing updates from our members:
New staff, new programs, recent news, community service projects, awards, etc.
Photos are encouraged!

Virginia Wineries Association | 250 West Main Street | Charlottesville, VA 22902 US
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